THE AMERICAN NOVEL

lower Mississippi in summer bites no one. At the same time,
this life is not too safe. Jim may be caught and taken from
his benefactor. With all his craft, Huclc is actually, as a boy,
very much at the mercy of the rough men who infest the
river. Adventure complicates and enhances  his  freedom.
And what adventure!   It never ceases,  but  flows  on  as
naturally as the river which furthers the plot of the story by
conveying the characters from point to point. Both banks
are as crowded with excitement, if not with danger, as the
surrounding forest of the older romances, Huck can slip
ashore at any moment and try his luck with the universe in
which he moves without belonging to it Now he is the
terrified and involuntary witness of a cruel murder plot, and
again of an actual murder. Now he strays, with his boy's
astonished   simplicity,   into   the  Grangerford-Shepherdson
vendetta and see another Romeo and Juliet enacted in Ken-
tucky. In the undesired company of the king and the duke,,
certainly two as sorry and as immortal rogues as fiction ever
exhibited, Huck is initiated into degrees of scalawaggery which
he could not have experienced, at his age, alone: into amateur
theatricals as extraordinary as the Royal Nonesuch and frauds
as barefaced as the impostures practised upon the camp-
meeting and upon the heirs of Peter Wilks. After sights and
undertakings so Odyssean, the last quarter of the book, given
over to Tom Sawyer's romantic expedients for getting Jim,
who is actually free already, out of a prison from which he
could have been released in ten minutes, is preserved from the
descent into anticlimax only by its hilarious comic force. As
if to make up for the absence of more sizable adventures, this
mimic conspiracy is presented with enough art and enough
reality in its genre studies to furnish an entire novel. That,
in a way, is the effect of HucHeberiy Finn as a whole: though
the hero, by reason of his youth, cannot entirely take part in
the action, and the action is therefore not entirely at first
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